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PATENT APPLICATION IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

for 

METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR WAVEFORM COMPRESSION AND 

EXPANSION 

5 by 

Tadao Kikumoto 

Background of the Invention 

1 . Field of the Invention 
Jj The invention relates to a waveform compression and expansion apparatus with 

% 10 which a waveform is compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis. 

K 2. Description of Related Art 

I For some time, the changing of the pitch of musical tones etc. by transforming 

-il the pitch of the signal that expresses the waveform of the musical tones etc. , the so-called pitch 
3 shifter, has been known. However, when the pitch of a signal that expresses the waveform of a 
£1 15 phrase, which has a length to the degree that the tempo of the musical tones is known, is 
^ transformed by the pitch shifter, there is a problem in that the tempo of the musical tones is also 
changed and there has been a desire for a system with which only the pitch is changed without 
changing the tempo of the musical tones. Conversely, a system with which the tempo is changed 
while the pitch of the musical tones is preserved has also been desired. 
20 As a system that responds to these demands, a waveform compression and 

expansion apparatus with which the waveform of the musical tones etc. is compressed or 
expanded in the direction of the temporal axis independently of the alteration of the pitch has 
been proposed. 

However, a multiple number of compression and expansion formats can be 
25 considered as the format with which the waveform will be compressed or expanded. In 
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addition, with regard to the waveform that expresses the sound, there are various kinds of 
waveforms such as periodic waveforms, aperiodic waveforms, intermittent waveforms and 
continuous waveforms and, a compression and expansion processing format can be considered 
that appropriately compresses or expands the waveform in the direction of the temporal axis in 
5 conformance with the type of waveform. That is to say, for a given waveform, when the 

compression and expansion are carried out with a format that is appropriate to the variety of 
that waveform, the tonal quality of the sound that is expressed by the waveform following 
compression and expansion will be satisfactory. However, in the case where, for a given 
waveform, the compression and expansion is done with a format that is not appropriate to the 
10 variety of that waveform, the tonal quality of the sound that is expressed by the waveform 
following compression and expansion will be poor. 
S However, in general, the waveforms of musical tones etc. are waveforms in which 

til various kinds of waveforms have been mixed together. Because of this, no matter which 
JJ compression and expansion processing format is employed, there is a problem in that it is likely 
;i{ 15 that the tonal quality of the musical tones etc. that is expressed by the waveform following the 
53 compression and expansion of the waveform of the musical tones etc. will be poor. 

h Summary of the Disclosure 

3 The present invention, taking into account the above mentioned circumstances, 

was made with the object of presenting a waveform compression and expansion apparatus with 

20 which the tonal quality of the musical tones etc. that is expressed by the waveform following the 
compression and expansion of the waveform of the musical tones etc. will be satisfactory. 

The first waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present invention 
that achieves the above mentioned object is characterized in that it comprises a compression and 
expansion means with which a multiple number of band divided waveforms that comprise the 

25 original waveform which has been divided into waveform components of a multiple number of 
frequency bands are apportioned to at least two kinds of compression and expansion formats 
and all of these multiple number of band divided waveforms are formed into a multiple number 
of compressed and expanded waveforms by means of compression or expansion in the direction 
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of the temporal axis an identical amount only and a superimposing means in which, by means 
of the superimposing of the multiple number of compressed and expanded waveforms that have 
been formed by the compression and expansion means, a compressed and expanded waveform 
that has been compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis from the above 
5 mentioned original waveform is formed. 

With a waveform that expresses musical tones etc. in which various kinds of 
waveforms have been mixed together, in general, due to the division into waveform components 
of a multiple number of frequency bands, there are many cases in which the separation of the 
waveform types can be done. 
10 Since, in accordance with the first waveform compression and expansion 

apparatus of the present invention, the multiple number of band divided waveforms that 
! I3 comprise the waveform components of a multiple number of frequencies that the original 
til waveform has been divided into are apportioned to at least two kinds of compression and 

expansion formats and compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis, even in 
!*T;15 those cases where a waveform that expresses musical tones etc. is used as the original 
s waveform, due to the fact that the compression and expansion are carried out by compression 
h f and expansion formats that are appropriate to each of the various kinds of band divided 
:4 waveforms, it is possible to form compressed and expanded waveforms that express musical 

tones etc. having satisfactory tonal quality. 
"20 In addition, in general, when a single kind of compression and expansion format 

is employed and compression and expansion are done, it is likely that periodic noise similar to 
flutter or a vibrato effect will be produced. This effect is the result of the looping of cycles. 
However, in accordance with the first waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the 
present invention, each compression and expansion format with which each band divided 
*! 25 waveform is compressed and expanded is selected so that the phase of each compressed and 

expanded waveform becomes a phase that is mutually different and, by this means, it is possible 
to prevent the flutter or vibrato effect. 

With the first waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present 
invention, it is preferable that the above mentioned compression and expansion means execute 
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compression and expansion processing with a processing period that is as long as the band 
divided waveform which possesses the waveform component of the low frequency band in the 
above mentioned multiple number of band divided waveforms and, by this means, forms the 
compressed and expanded waveforms that correspond to said band divided waveforms. 
5 In general, those waveform components that are as long as the waveform 

components of the low frequency band are waveform components that are important to the 
human sense of hearing. Because of that, the implementation of advanced compression and 
expansion processing demands a processing time that is as long as the waveform component of 
the low frequency band. In addition, in general, even if the frequency of the processing that has 
10 a period as long as the waveform component of the low frequency band is reduced, the tonal 
^ quality can be maintained. 

13 Because of this, by means of the implementation of compression and expansion 

jl processing with a processing period that is as long as the band divided waveform which 
il possesses the waveform component of the low frequency band, it is possible to produce a 
3j 15 temporal margin for the implementation of advanced compression and expansion processing 
3 with the waveform component of the low frequency band and all of the waveform components 
ij can be compressed and expanded with satisfactory efficiency. 

~ f The second waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present 

C invention that achieves the above mentioned object is characterized in that it comprises a 
20 compression and expansion means in which a multiple number of compression and expansion 
processing formats that are mutually different are employed and the waveforms are compressed 
or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis and a processing format specification means in 
which the compression and expansion formats of each of the temporally divided waveforms are 
specified so that the compression and expansion processing of the multiple number of time 
25 divided waveforms that comprise the original waveform which has been divided into a multiple 
number of temporal regions are allotted to the above-mentioned multiple number of 
compression and expansion formats and the compression and expansion means employs the 
compression and expansion format that has been specified by the processing format 
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specification means for each temporally divided waveform and carries out compression and 

expansion processing. 

With a waveform that expresses musical tones etc. in which various kinds of 
waveforms are mixed together, there are many cases where the varieties of waveforms can be 
5 separated by a division into a multiple number of temporal regions. 

Since in accordance with the second waveform compression and expansion 
apparatus of the present invention, the multiple number of temporally divided waveforms that 
comprise the original waveform which has been divided into a multiple number of temporal 
regions are allotted to a multiple number of varieties of compression and expansion formats and 
10 compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis, even in those cases where a 

waveform that expresses musical tones etc. has been used as the original waveform, due to the 
*3 fact that compressions and expansions are carried out with the compression and expansion 
J1 processing formats that are appropriate to each of the various kinds of waveforms, it is possible 
m to form compressed and expanded waveforms that express the musical tones etc. with 
J Jl5 satisfactory tonal quality. 

i As has been discussed above, in accordance with the waveform compression and 

i; expansion apparatus of the present invention, the tonal quality of the musical tones etc. which 
it the waveform expresses following the compression and expansion of the waveforms of the 
O musical tones etc. is satisfactory. 

20 Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is an explanatory drawing of the first compression and expansion 
processing format according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an explanatory drawing of the second compression and expansion 
processing format according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
25 FIG. 3 is an explanatory drawing of the third compression and expansion 

processing format according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a hardware structural diagram of the first preferred embodiment of the 
waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present invention. 
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FIG. 5 is a diagram that shows one example of a band divided waveform 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 is a diagram that shows the frequency bands of the waveform components 
that each of the band divided waveforms possesses according to an embodiment of the present 
5 invention. 

FIG. 7 is an equivalent circuit diagram to explain the operation with which the 
compressed and expanded original waveform is formed in accordance with the first preferred 
embodiment. 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart that shows the operation of the first preferred embodiment. 
10 FIG. 9 is a diagram that shows one example of a time divided waveform 

5 according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 10 is an equivalent circuit diagram to explain the operation with which the 
j compressed and expanded original waveform is formed in accordance with the second preferred 
i embodiment. 

j 15 FIG. 1 1 is a diagram that shows another example of a time divided waveform 

which is different from the example of a time divided waveform that is shown in FIG. 9 
i according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

; FIG. 12 is the first part of a flowchart that shows the operation of the second 

j preferred embodiment. 

20 FIG. 13 is the second part of a flowchart that shows the operation of the second 

preferred embodiment. 

FIG. 14 is the third part of a flowchart that shows the operation of the second 

preferred embodiment. 



Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

25 Below, in providing an explanation of the preferred embodiments of the present 

invention, first an explanation will be given of examples of compression and expansion 
processing formats and, following that, an explanation will be given regarding the preferred 
embodiments of the waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present invention. 
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In the following explanation, there are cases where no differentiation is made 
between the concept of a waveform and the concept of the waveform data that express that 
waveform. 

In addition, in the following explanations of each of the compression and 
5 expansion processing formats, the waveform prior to compression and expansion, whether it is 
the original waveform or a frequency band-divided waveform, is called the "original waveform" 
and the waveform following compression and expansion is called the "compressed and expanded 
waveform." Furthermore, an explanation will be given here regarding the case where the 
compressed and expanded waveform in which the original waveform has been expanded in the 
10 direction of the temporal axis is formed having the same pitch as the pitch of the original 
_ waveform. 

FIG. 1 is an explanatory drawing of the first compression and expansion 
\j\ processing format. 

;i[ With the first compression and expansion format, as is explained in detail below, 

;5 15 an opening and starting address is set on the original waveform that delimits each pitch or cycle 
« of the original waveform, and pitches or cycles from the original waveform is read out 

!l! alternately by two processing groups. A processed waveform is formed by each of the 
y processing groups based on the original waveform that has been read out and all of the 
VO processed waveforms that have been formed are superimposed on each other forming a 
~ 20 compressed and expanded waveform. When the original waveform is read out, the waveform is 
compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis by the carrying out of jump 
reading (skipping of cycles) or repetitive read-out (repetition of cycles). 

The original waveform is shown in the topmost stage of FIG. 1(a). The 
horizontal axis of FIG. 1(a) shows the address of the waveform data that express the original 
25 waveform and, together with this, also corresponds to the temporal axis of the original 

waveform. In addition, in FIG. 1(a), the opening and starting addresses csal, csa7, which 
delimit the original waveform one pitch or cycle at a time, are shown. The opening and starting 
addresses may delimit cycles at zero-crossings of the original waveform, or alternatively, energy 
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peaks of the original waveform. Zero crossings are preferably used for aperiodic waveforms, 
while energy peaks are preferably used for periodic waveforms. 

In FIG. 1(b), the time points V . . . , t 7 , which are arranged on the temporal axis 
at time intervals that correspond to the reproduced pitch or cycle of the compressed and 
5 expanded waveform, are shown and in the specific example of FIG. 1, for each time point to, 
. .., t 7 , the waveform data for the amount of approximately two pitches of the original waveform 
are read out. However, it should be noted that generally, the amount of pitch or cycle data read 
out at each time point is dependent on the how much the original waveform is being compressed 
or expanded. In addition, in FIG. 1(b), the position information elements that indicate the 
10 positions on the original waveform, PP(0), . . . , PP(7), are shown and the positions that are 
indicated by each of the position information elements PP(0) , . . . , PP(7) are the objects of the 
read-outs that are started at each time point t^ .. . , t,. Furthermore, the positions on the original 
il waveform that are indicated by each of the position information elements PP(0), . . . , PP(7) are 
;i! indicated by each arrow F 0 , . . . , F 6 that points from FIG. 1(b) to FIG. 1(a) with the time points 
|=! 15 to, . . . , t 7 as their starting points and each arrow F 0 , . . . , F 6 is shown in a position that is further 
s left in the figure that the opening and starting addresses csal, csa7. 
!7; Here, the intervals of each of the opening and starting addresses csal , . . . , csa7 

9 that are shown in FIG. 1(a) and the intervals of each of the time points to, t 6 that are shown 
hD in FIG. 1(b) are mutually identical and, as was discussed above, form compressed and expanded 
= 20 waveforms that have pitches which are the same as the pitches of the original waveform. In 
addition, the positions on the original waveform that are indicated by each of the position 
information areas PP(1), . . . , PP(6) are shown in a position that is more to the left in the figure 
than each of the opening and starting addresses csa2, csa7 and, because of this, as will be 
discussed later, a repetitive read-out of the waveform data is carried out forming, as has been 
25 discussed above, the compressed and expanded waveform of the original waveform that has been 
expanded in the direction of the temporal axis. 

The triangular waveforms that are shown by the dotted lines in FIG. 1(c) and 
FIG. 1(d) indicate the window or envelope that is used by the first processing group and that is 
used by the second processing group respectively and the waveforms that are shown by the solid 
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lines if FIG. 1(c) and FIG. 1(d) indicate each of the processed waveforms. The window or 
envelope produces a waveshaping function that limits the amplitude of the processed waveform. 
Because the envelope may not coincide with zero crossings of the original waveform in other 
embodiments, the triangular envelope of FIG. 1 forces the amplitude of the waveform data to be 
5 zero at the start and end of each envelope, which essentially creates a zero crossing at the start 
and end of each envelope. Having a zero crossing at the boundary of each cycle helps to 
minimize discontinuities in the compressed waveform and resultant sound when the cycles are 
looped. In the specific example of FIG. 1, the opening and starting addresses are shown in 
FIG. 1(c) and FIG. 1(d), and these opening and starting addresses correspond to the beginnings 
10 of the waveform data for the amount of two pitches that have been read out by each of the 
processing groups. Each processed waveform is mated and formed with the envelopes that are 
shown in FIG. 1(c) and FIG. 1(d) and the waveform data that have been read out by each of the 

jji processing groups and these processed waveforms are superimposed forming the compressed 

m and expanded waveform. 

15 15 The read-out of the waveform data by the first processing group is started at the 

time point tj,. Since, as is shown in FIG. 1(a) and FIG. 1(b), the position information element 

ill PP(0) indicates the position of the opening and starting address csal, as is shown in FIG. 1(c), 

y the waveform data for the amount of two pitches is read out from the opening and starting 
address csal . Thus, for FIG. 1(c), between time points ^ and tj, original waveform data 

~ 20 between opening and starting addresses csal and csa2 are read out twice. Again, it should be 
noted that generally, the amount of pitch or cycle data read out at each time point is dependent 
on the how much the original waveform is being compressed or expanded. 

The read-out of the waveform data by the second processing group is started at 
the time point t v As is shown in FIG. 1(a) and FIG. 1(b), the position information element 
25 PP(1) indicates the position of the interval between the opening and starting address csal and 
the opening and starting address csa2. Because of this, this position is included among the read- 
out objects and, as is shown in FIG. 1(d), the waveform data for the amount of two pitches are 
read out from the opening and starting address csal. Thus, for FIG. 1(b), between time points 
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tj and t 3 , original waveform data between opening and starting addresses csal and csa2 are read 
out twice. As a result, a repetitive read-out of the waveform data is carried out. 

In the same manner as that described above, for the time points t,, t 5 , the 
read-out of the waveform data for the amount of two pitches is started from the opening and 
5 starting addresses csa2, csa5. 

For the time point t 6 , as is shown in FIG. 1(c), the read-out of the waveform data 
by the first processing group for the amount of two pitches is started from the opening and 
starting address csa5 and a repetitive read-out of the waveform data is carried out. 

As a result of this kind of repetitive read-out, the amount of the time interval To 
10 of the original waveform that is shown in FIG. 1(a) is expanded in the direction of the temporal 
axis and the compressed and expanded waveform is formed for the amount of the time interval 
Ts that is shown in FIG. 1(d). 
J FIG. 2 is an explanatory drawing of the second compression and expansion 

S processing format. 

y] 15 With the second compression and expansion format, as will be explained in 

ii" detail below, portions of waveform portions are read out alternately by the two processing 

J groups from the original waveform and these waveform portions are made the beginnings of the 
5 read-out starting positions that advance at a fixed speed on the original waveform. Each 
O processed waveform is produced by each of the processing groups based on the waveform 
" 20 portions that have been read out and all of the processed waveforms that have been formed are 
superimposed forming a compressed and expanded waveform. The pitch of the compressed and 
expanded waveform is determined in conformance with the read-out speed of the waveform 
portions and the rate of compression or the rate of expansion in the direction of the temporal 
axis of the waveform is determined in conformance with the speed of advance of the read-out 

25 starting position. 

In FIG. 2(a), the original waveform is shown and the horizontal axis of FIG. 
2(a), together with indicating the address of the waveform data that expresses the original 
waveform, corresponds to the temporal axis of the original waveform. 
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In FIG. 2(b), the time points to at which each of the processing groups 

start the read-out of the waveform portions, are shown and the position information elements 
PP(0) , . . . , PP(5) that indicate the read-out starting positions for each of the time points to, ... , 
t; are shown. In addition, the positions on the original waveform that are indicated by each of 
5 the position information elements PP(0), . . . , PP(5) are indicated by the arrows F 0 , . . . , F 5 that 
point toward FIG. 2(a) with each of the time points t^, . . . , t 5 as the starting points and each of 
the arrows F 0 , . . . , F 5 indicates a position that is equivalent to a time point that is more in the 
past than each of the time points to, . . . , t 5 . 

In FIG. 2(c) and FIG. 2(d) , the waveform portions H 0 , . . . , H 5 that have been read 
10 out alternately by the first processing group and the second processing group are shown and 
each waveform portion is made the beginning of each of the read-out starting positions that are 
: fl indicated by each of the position information elements PP(0), . . . , PP(5). 
i ji In FIG. 2(e) and FIG. 2(f), the windows or envelopes that are used by the first 

S* processing group and the second processing group are shown and these windows and the 
H3 15 waveform portions that are indicated by the codes that are annexed to each of the windows are 
« mated forming each of the processed waveforms. The mating is a waveshaping function applied 

jij to the waveform portions by the windows. As described earlier, the triangular envelope creates 
^ zero crossings which minimize discontinuities when the waveform portions are looped. These 
0 processed waveforms are superimposed and the compressed and expanded waveform is formed. 
20 Here, the speed of the read-out of each of the waveform portions H 0 , . . . , H 5 is 

identical to the recording speed of the original waveform. Because of this, the pitches of each of 
the waveform portions H 0 , . . . , H 5 following the read-outs by the first processing group and the 
second processing group that are shown in FIG. 2(c) and FIG. 2(d) are in agreement with the 
pitches that are possessed by each of the waveform portions H 0? . .. , H 5 prior to the read-outs 
25 from the original waveform and, as discussed above, a compressed and expanded waveform 

having pitches that are identical to pitches of the original waveform is formed. In addition, since 
the speed of advance of the read-out starting position is slower than the recording speed and, as 
is shown in FIG. 1(a) and FIG. 1(b), each read-out starting position that corresponds to each of 
the time points t u . . . , t 5 is equivalent to a starting point that is more in the past than each of the 
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time points t x , . . . , t 5 , for the reading out of the entire original waveform, it is necessary that the 
time be longer than the time for the recording of the entire original waveform. As a result, the 
amount of the time interval To of the original waveform that is shown in FIG. 2(a) has been 
extended in the direction of the temporal axis and the time interval portion of the compressed 
5 and extended waveform that is shown in FIG. 2(f) is formed. 

FIG. 3 is an explanatory drawing of the third compression and expansion 
processing format. 

With the third compression and expansion processing format, as is 
explained in detail below, even if a cyclic reproduction of the original waveform is done, 
10 delimiting mark addresses for each waveform segment in which the reproduced sound is natural 
„ are set on the original waveform. The mark addresses designate zero -crossings of the original 
waveform, or alternatively, energy peaks of cycles in the original waveform. Zero-crossings are 
Ul preferably used for aperiodic waveforms, while energy peaks are preferably used for periodic 
;i waveforms. Each of the waveform segments is read out in order and the compressed and 
11 15 expanded waveform is formed by their reproduction. The pitch of the compressed and 
* expanded waveform is determined in conformance with the read-out speed of the waveform 

iij segments and, by the carrying out of the jump reading (skipping of waveform segments) or the 
;i reread-out of the waveform segments (repetition of waveform segments), the compression or 
l O expansion of the waveform is done. 

~" 20 In FIG. 3(a), the original waveform and the mark addresses m„ ., m 7 that have 

been set on the original waveform are shown and the horizontal axis of FIG. 1(a), together with 
indicating the addresses of the waveform data that express the original waveform, corresponds to 
the temporal axis of the original waveform. 

In FIG. 3(b), the time points to, . . . , t 5 at which the read-outs of each of the 
25 waveform segments start and each of the position information elements PP(0), PP(4) that 
indicate the positions on the original waveform are shown and each position information 
element PP(0), PP(4) becomes an object of the read-outs that are started for each time point 
to, . . . , t 5 . In addition, the positions on the original waveform that are indicated by each of the 
position information elements PP(0), PP(4) are indicated by each of the arrows F 0 , F 5 
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that point toward FIG. 3(a) with each of the time points tj as the starting points. The 

arrow F 0 indicates the position of the mark address m x and the arrow F x indicates the position of 
the interval between the mark address m l and the mark address m 2 . In addition, the arrow F 2 
indicates the position of the interval between the mark address m 2 and the mark address m 3 , the 

5 arrow F 3 indicates the position of the interval between the mark address m 3 and the mark 
address m 4 and the arrow F 4 indicates the position of the interval between the mark address m 4 
and the mark address m 5 . 

In FIG. 3(c), the waveform segments that have been read out are shown and the 
mark addresses that correspond to the beginnings of each of the waveform segments are also 

10 shown. 

_ As is shown in FIG. 3(a) and FIG. 3(b), since at the time point to, the position 

=| information element PP(0) indicates the position of the mark address m 1? as is shown in FIG. 
Lfl 3(c), the read-out of the waveform segment is started with the mark address m x as the 
« beginning. Here, the read-out speed of the waveform interval is identical to the recording speed 
;5 15 of the original waveform. Because of this, the pitch of the waveform segment that is shown in 
* FIG. 3(c) is identical to the pitch of the original waveform that is shown in FIG. 3(a) and a 

jij compressed and expanded waveform is produced that has the same pitch as the pitch of the 
/2 original waveform. 

O At the time point t x where the entire waveform segment, the read-out of which 

20 was begun at the time point to, has been read out, the position information element PP(1) 
indicates the position of the interval between the mark address m 1 and the mark address m 2 . 
This position is included as an object of the read-out and, as is shown in FIG. 3(c), the reread- 
out of the waveform segment is begun with the mark address m l as the beginning. 

After that, the read-out of the waveform segments is begun at each time point t^, 
25 t 3 and t 4 with the mark addresses m 2 , m 3 and m 4 respectively as the beginnings. 

At the time point t 5 where the entire waveform segment, the read-out of which 
was begun at the time point t 4 , has been read out, the position information element PP(5) 
indicates the position of the interval between the mark address n^ and the mark address n^. 
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The reread-out of the waveform segment is begun with the mark address m 4 as the beginning so 
that this position is included as an object of the read-out. 

As a result of this kind of reread-out having been carried out, the original 
waveform for the amount of the time interval To that is shown in FIG. 3(a) is expanded in the 
5 direction of the temporal axis and the compressed and expanded waveform for the amount of the 
time interval Ts that is shown in FIG. 3(c) is formed. 

Above, an explanation was given regarding the expansion operations for three 
kinds of compression and expansion formats and, when the speed of advance of the position 
information elements for each of the formats is made faster, the read-out of the original 
10 waveform data becomes a jump reading (skipping of cycles or waveform segments). As a result, 
a compressed and expanded waveform is formed in which the original waveform has been 
! fl compressed in the direction of the temporal axis. 

| Jj In the above manner, it is possible to change the compression and expansion and 

;i{ their amount by setting the speed of advance of the position information element. 
3]j 15 As described above, an explanation was given regarding three kinds of 

3 compression and expansion processing formats but the compression and expansion processing 

m formats for the present invention are not limited to the formats for which explanations were 
l % given above and, as long as it is a format with which the waveform is compressed or expanded 
q in the direction of the temporal axis, it may be used. In addition, with regard to the "multiple 
20 number of compression and expansion processing formats'* and the M at least two kinds of 
compression and expansion processing formats" in the present invention, in addition to two 
kinds of compression and expansion formats from among the three kinds of compression and 
expansion formats for which explanations were given as described above being included, it also 
includes, for example, arbitrarily using the second compression and expansion processing 
25 format of the above mentioned explanation and a multiple number of compression and 

expansion formats with which the time intervals for the read-out of the waveform data portions 
are mutually different. 
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With the above, the explanations regarding examples of compression and 
expansion formats have been completed and an explanation concerning the preferred 
embodiments of the present invention will be given below. 

The first preferred embodiment of the waveform compression and expansion 
5 apparatus of the present invention is a system in which all of the multiple number of band 

divided waveforms that comprise the waveform components of the multiple number of frequency 
bands into which the original waveform that expresses the musical tones etc. is divided are 
compressed or expanded an identical amount only in the direction of the temporal axis and each 
of the compressed and expanded waveforms is formed. The compressed and expanded original 
10 waveform from the original waveform that has been compressed and expanded in the direction 
of the temporal axis is formed by the superimposing of these compressed and expanded 
* waveforms. 

3j FIG. 4 is a hardware structural diagram of the first preferred embodiment of the 

fin waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present invention. 
3] 15 In the waveform compression and expansion apparatus 10, the CPU 11 and the 

DSP 12 are provided. The DSP 12 is controlled by the CPU 1 1 and, as will be discussed later, 
hj the compressed and expanded waveform is formed by the DSP 12. 

;i In addition, in the waveform compression and expansion apparatus 10, the hard 

B disk 13, the ROM 14, the MIDI interface 15, the first RAM 16 and the operators 17 are 
20 provided. On the hard disk 13, the waveform data of the original waveform that expresses the 
musical tones etc. is stored and, based on these waveform data, the band divided waveforms are 
formed by the DSP 12. In the ROM 14, the program that represents the operation of the CPU 
11 and the DSP 12 is stored and the program that represents the operation of the DSP 12 is 
transmitted to the DSP 12 by the CPU 11. MIDI signals are input from outside via the MIDI 
25 interface 15 and the data that indicate the pitch that corresponds to this MIDI signal as well as 
the sound generation timing that corresponds to this MIDI signal are sent to the DSP 12 by the 
CPU 11. The first RAM 16 is used as working memory by the CPU 11 and the operators 17 
are operated by the user of the waveform compression and expansion apparatus 10 in order to 
furnish instructions to the CPU 11. 
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In addition, in this waveform compression and expansion apparatus 10, the D/A 
converter 18 and the second RAM 19 are provided. In the second RAM 19, the divided 
waveform data that indicate the band divided waveforms are stored and compressed and 
expanded waveforms as well as the compressed and expanded original waveform are formed by 
5 the DSP 12 based on the divided waveform data. The D/A converter 18 changes the digital 
signal that expresses the compressed and expanded original waveform which has been formed 
by the DSP 12 into an analog signal. 

FIG. 5 is a diagram that shows one example of a band divided waveform. 
The original waveform is divided into three frequency band waveform 
10 components in the first preferred embodiment. 
^ An example of an original waveform is shown in FIG. 5(a). This waveform is a 

A waveform that represents a continuous sound of which the sound of a violin etc. is 
Ul representative. 

!i; In FIG. 5(b), the first band divided waveform which possesses the waveform 

Hi 15 component of the frequency band from among the three frequency bands that has the highest 
* frequency is shown and this first divided band waveform is an intermittent waveform, 

fj] In FIG. 5(c), the second band divided waveform which possesses the waveform 

;~S component of the frequency band from among the three frequency bands that has the median 
C frequency is shown and in FIG. 5(d), the third band divided waveform which possesses the 
20 waveform component of the frequency band from among the three frequency bands that has the 
lowest frequency is shown. 

In addition to the waveform that is shown in FIG. 5(a), the one musical 
instrument sound that was discussed previously is not the only one that can be given as an 
example of a waveform for which compression and expansion by means of the waveform 
25 compression and expansion means of the present invention is desirable and there are waveforms 
that express the performance sounds of various kinds of musical instruments and performance 
states including those of a combined performance by a multiple number of musical 
instruments. 



015.407796.3 



Attorney Docket No. 230980.0213 

- 17 - 

FIG. 6 is a diagram that shows the frequency bands of the waveform components 
that each of the band divided waveforms possesses. 

In this preferred embodiment, the waveform data that express the original 
waveform are sampled at a sampling frequency fs and waveform components that have a 
5 frequency of fs/2 or less are included in the original waveform. The frequency band B l of the 
waveform component that possesses the first band divided waveform is a frequency band that is 
fs/2 or less and fs/4 or more and the sampling frequency f x of the waveform data that express 
the first band divided waveform is equal to the sampling frequency fs. The frequency band B 2 of 
the waveform component that possesses the second band divided waveform is a frequency band 
10 that is fs/4 or less and fs/8 or more and the sampling frequency f 2 of the waveform data that 
„ express the first band divided waveform is one half the frequency of the sampling frequency fs. 

The frequency band of the waveform component that possesses the third band divided waveform 
iri is a frequency band that is fs/8 or less and the sampling frequency f 3 of the waveform data that 
express the first band divided waveform is one quarter the frequency of the sampling frequency 
S 15 . fc. 

I FIG. 7 is an equivalent circuit diagram to explain the operation with which the 

{ compressed and expanded original waveform is formed in accordance with the first preferred 
;^ embodiment. 

13 The three waveform memories 191, 192 and 193 are shown in this equivalent 

" 20 circuit diagram and here, the divided waveform data that express the first, second and third 
band divided waveforms that are shown in FIG. 5 are respectively stored in the waveform 
memories 191, 192 and 193. The three waveform memories 191, 192 and 193 represent the 
role of the second RAM 19 that is shown in FIG. 4. 

In addition, the three compression and expansion means 121, 122 and 123 are 
25 shown in this equivalent circuit diagram and the compression and expansion means that is 

described in the present invention comprises these three compression and expansion means 121, 
122 and 123. The first, second and third band divided waveforms are respectively compressed 
or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis by the compression and expansion means 121, 
122 and 123 and the output ao, output bo and output c are respectively produced. As has been 
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discussed above, the divided waveform data that express the first, second and third band divided 
waveforms which are shown in FIG. 5 are stored in the three waveform memories 191, 192 and 
193 and the type of waveform of the first band divided waveform is different from those of the 
second and third band divided waveforms. Because of this, in this preferred embodiment, the 
5 second compression and expansion format that was discussed above is employed for the 
compression and expansion means 121 and the third compression and expansion format that 
was described above is employed for the compression and expansion means 122 and 123. The 
compression and expansion processing by each of the compression and expansion means 121, 
122 and 123 is carried out with a processing period that corresponds respectively to the 
10 sampling frequencies f u f 2 and f 3 . The pitch data that indicate the rate of change of the pitches 
of each of the band divided waveforms, the compression and expansion data that indicate the 
43 amount of compression and expansion of the waveforms and the reproduction direction data that 
designate the timing of the start of sound generation and the timing of the termination of sound 
|i generation are input into each of the compression and expansion means 121, 122 and 123. The 
j 5 15 pitch data, the compression and expansion data and the reproduction direction data are 
I produced by the CPU 11 in conformance with the MIDI signals that have been input via the 
SI MIDI interface 15 that is shown in FIG. 4 and sent to the DSP 12. 

O In addition, the first low pass filter 124, the second low pass filter 125 and the 

m addition circuits 126 and 127 are shown in this equivalent circuit diagram and the 
" 20 superimposing means that is described in the present invention comprises these. Furthermore, 
the compression and expansion means 121, 122 and 123, the low pass filters 124 and 125 and 
the addition circuits 126 and 127 express the working of the DSP 12 that is shown in FIG. 4. 

The second low pass filter 125 is a filter with which the waveform components 
that have a frequency of f 3 /2 (equals fs/8) or above are eliminated. In the second low pass filter 
25 125, by means of the input of the output c from the third compression and expansion means 
123, which is equivalent to the compressed and expanded waveform that is a compression and 
expansion of the third band divided waveform, sampling from the sampling frequency f 3 (equals 
fs/4) to the sampling frequency f 2 (equals fs/2), so-called oversampling, is executed and the 
output cf , which has the sampling frequency f 2 , is produced. Following that, the output cf is 
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added by the addition circuit 127 to the output bo from the second compression and expansion 
means 122, which is equivalent to the compressed and expanded waveform that is a 
compression and expansion of the second band divided waveform, and the output b is produced. 

The first low pass filter 124 is a filter with which the waveform components that 
5 have a frequency of f 2 /2 (equals fs/4) or above are eliminated. In the first low pass filter 124, by 
means of the input of the output b, oversampling from the sampling frequency f 2 (equals fs/2) to 
the sampling frequency ^ (equals fs) is executed and the output bf , which has the sampling 
frequency f u is produced. Following that, the output bf is added by the addition circuit 126 to 
the output ao from the first compression and expansion means 121, which is equivalent to the 
10 compressed and expanded waveform that is a compression and expansion of the first band . 
divided waveform, and the output a is produced. 

C: FIG. 8 is a flowchart that shows the operation of the first preferred embodiment. 

ijl This flowchart is the flowchart for the execution in the DSP 12 that is shown in 

m FIG. 4 of an operation that is equivalent to the operation for which an explanation was given 

5 15 using FIG. 7. 

a The operation that is expressed by this flowchart is repetitively executed at the 

B sampling frequency f { (equals fs). Step S103, which will be explained below, is repetitively 
5 executed at the sampling frequency f 3 (equals fs/4) and Step S106 through Step S108, which 
; fl will be explained below, are repetitively executed at the sampling frequency f 2 (equals fs/2). 
" 20 When the operation that is expressed by this flowchart is begun, first, in Step 

S101, the pitch data P and the compression and expansion data TR are input from the CPU. 

Following that, in Step S102 through Step S104, the output c is produced. 
First it proceeds to Step S102 and a determination is made as to whether or not 
the value of the control variable N with which the counter for the repetitions of the operations 
25 that are indicated by this flowchart is advanced is a multiple of 4. If it is determined that the 
value of the variable N is a multiple of 4, it proceeds to Step S103, the third compression and 
expansion processing that is shown in FIG. 3 is executed with the waveform data that express 
the third band divided waveform and the output c is produced. When a determination is made 
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that the value of the variable N is not a multiple of 4, it proceeds to Step S104 and the value of 
the output c is made "0. " 

Following that, in Step S105 through Step S109, the output b is produced. 
First it proceeds to Step S105 and a determination is made as to whether or not 
5 the value of the control variable N is a multiple of 2. If it is determined that the value of the 
variable N is a multiple of 2, it proceeds to Step S106, filter processing is executed with the 
output c and the output cf is produced. Next it proceeds to Step S107, the third compression 
and expansion processing is executed with the waveform data that express the second band 
divided waveform based on the pitch data P and the compression and expansion data TR and the 
10 output bo is produced. Next it proceeds to Step S108, output bo and output cf are added and the 
output b is produced. In the case where it has been determined in Step S105 that the value of 
a the variable N is not a multiple of 2, it proceeds to Step S109 and the value of the output b is 
J made'U" 

;fj Following that, the output a is produced in Step S110 through S112. 

ffl 15 First it proceeds to Step SI 10, filter processing is executed with the output b and 

I the output bf is produced. Next it proceeds to Step Sill, the second compression and 
Q expansion processing that is shown in FIG. 2 is executed with the waveform data that express 
5 the first band divided waveform based on the pitch data P and the compression and expansion 
IS data TR and the output ao is produced. Next it proceeds to Step SI 12, the output ao and the 
20 output bf are added and the output a is produced. 

Following that, it proceeds to Step SI 13 and the output a is output through the 
D/A converter 18 that is shown in FIG. 4. 

Following that, in Step S114 through Step S116, it advances so that the value of 
the control variable N changes cyclicly in a range of a value of "0" through a value of "3" and 
25 terminates. 

The second preferred embodiment of the waveform compression and expansion 
apparatus of the present invention is a system in which a multiple number of time divided 
waveforms which comprise an original waveform that expresses a musical tone etc. that has 
been divided into a multiple number of temporal regions are apportioned to a multiple number 
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compression and expansion processing formats and form compressed or expanded waveforms by 
means of compression or expansion in the direction of the temporal axis. 

Since the hardware configuration of the second preferred embodiment is the same 
as the hardware configuration of the first preferred embodiment a duplicative explanation will 
5 be omitted. 

FIG. 9 is a diagram that shows one example of a time divided waveform. 
In FIG. 9(a), an example of an original waveform is shown and three kinds of 
waveform, P 2 and P 3 , are contained in this original waveform. These waveforms P l5 P 2 and 
P 3 represent three sounds that have mutually different sound generation timings and pitches. 
10 These waveforms, P,, P 2 and P 3 , are each an example of a time divided waveform of the present 
invention. With regard to the compression and expansion processing formats with which these 
waveforms, P x , P 2 and P 3 are compressed and expanded, the third compression and expansion 
[]1 processing format that was discussed above is suitable for the waveforms ^ and P 2 and the first 
;i! compression and expansion processing format that was discussed above is suitable for the 
;5 15 waveform P 3 . As will be discussed later, these compression and expansion processing formats 
are employed in this preferred embodiment. 

In FIG. 9(b), the windows W l5 W 2 and W 3 that delimit the temporal regions are 
3 shown. The window W x delimits the temporal region from the time point aOl to the time point 
; H a02, the window W 2 delimits the temporal region from the time point al 1 to the time point al2 
" 20 and the window W 3 delimits the temporal region from the time point a21 to the time point a22. 

In this preferred embodiment, the original waveform is divided in advance into a 
multiple number of band divided waveforms that each possess a multiple number of frequency 
band waveform components and compression and expansion processing that employs each of the 
compression and expansion formats is executed with the multiple number of band divided 
25 waveforms. In addition, the portions that correspond to the waveforms P 1? P 2 and P 3 are 

separated from the waveforms following the compression and expansion by the windows W x , W 2 
and W 3 that are shown in FIG. 9(b) and the specification of the compression and expansion 
processing formats is, in essence, done by this separation. 
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In FIG. 9(c), the band divided waveform that possesses the waveform component 
of the highest frequency band from among the multiple number of band divided waveforms is 
shown and the waveform P t from among the three kinds of waveforms ? u P 2 and P 3 is primarily 
contained in this band divided waveform. 
5 In FIG. 9(d) , the band divided waveform that possesses the waveform component 

of the median frequency band from among the multiple number of band divided waveforms is 
shown and the waveform P 2 from among the three kinds of waveforms P 1? P 2 and P 3 is primarily 
contained in this band divided waveform. 

In FIG. 9(e), the band divided waveform that possesses the waveform component 
10 of the lowest frequency band from among the multiple number of band divided waveforms is 
shown and the waveform P 3 from among the three kinds of waveforms P 1? P 2 and P 3 is primarily 
J3 contained in this band divided waveform. 

:| Actually, in FIG. 9(c), FIG. 9(d) and FIG. 9(e), only the portions that 

;J correspond to each of the waveforms ? u P 2 and P 3 of each of the band divided waveforms are 
01 15 shown and these portions are separated by the windows W ls W 2 and W 3 that are shown in FIG. 
J" 9(b). The horizontal axes of FIG. 9(c), FIG. 9(d) and FIG. 9(e) each represent a multiple 
jrj number of band divided waveforms and, together with indicating the addresses of the first 
Q waveform data, the second waveform data and the third waveform data, they correspond to the 
1 temporal axes of each of the band divided waveforms. In this preferred embodiment, each band 
" r 20 divided waveform is sampled at a sampling frequency that corresponds to the frequency band of 
the waveform component that each band divided waveform possesses and compression and 
expansion processing is executed with a processing period that corresponds to each sampling 
frequency. In this manner, each band divided waveform is compressed and expanded with good 
efficiency. 

25 FIG. 10 is an equivalent circuit diagram to explain the operation with which the 

compressed and expanded original waveform is formed in accordance with the second preferred 
embodiment. 

In this equivalent circuit, the three waveform memories 21, 22 and 23 are shown 
and the band divided waveforms that are shown in FIG. 9(c), FIG. 9(d) and FIG. 9(e) are 
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respectively stored in these three waveform memories 21, 22 and 23. The three waveform 
memories 21, 22 and 23 represent the role of the second RAM 19 that is shown in FIG. 4. 

In addition, the three compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33 are 
shown in this equivalent circuit diagram and the compression and expansion means that is 
5 described in the present invention comprises these three compression and expansion means 31, 
32 and 33. Each of the band divided waveforms that have been stored in each of the waveform 
memories 21, 22 and 23 is compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis by the 
compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33. In this preferred embodiment, the third 
compression and expansion processing format that has been discussed above is employed with 
10 the compression and expansion means 31 and 32 and the first compression and expansion 
processing format that has been discussed above is employed with the compression and 
expansion means 33. In addition, the compression and expansion processing by means of each 
yi of the compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33 is carried out with a processing period 
JJj that corresponds to the sampling frequencies f u f 2 and f 3 of each of the band divided waveforms 
J 15 and, here, the sampling frequencies f 2 , f 2 and f 3 are in a relationship where f 3 = f 2 12 = fj/4. In 
« addition, pitch data, compression and expansion data and reproduction direction data are input 

n\ to each of the compression and expansion means 32, 32 and 33. The pitch data indicate the rate 
j 2 of change of the pitch of each band divided waveform, the compression and expansion data 
O indicate the amount of compression and expansion of the waveform and the reproduction 
^ 20 direction data indicate the timing with which the sound generation is started and the timing with 
which the sound generation is terminated. In addition, the pitch data, the compression and 
expansion data and the reproduction direction data correspond to the MIDI signals that are 
input via the MIDI interface 15 shown in FIG. 4. They are produced by the CPU 11 and sent to 
the DSP 12. 

25 In addition, in this equivalent circuit, the level control means 40 and the 

multiplication circuits 51, 52 and 53 are shown. Each of the processing format specification 
means in the present invention comprise these. The levels of the windows W l9 W 2 and W 3 are 
controlled by the level control means 40 and the signals that indicate the levels are input to the 
multiplication circuits 51, 52 and 53. The levels of each of the windows W 1? W 2 and W 3 and the 
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outputs of each of the compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33 are mated and, by this 
means, from the outputs of each of the compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33, the 
portions that correspond to each of the waveforms P l5 P 2 and P 3 that are shown in FIG. 5(a) are 
separated and the outputs ao, bo and c are produced. The specification of the compression and 
5 expansion processing formats that are employed in each of the compression and expansion 
means 31 , 32 and 33 as the formats for the compression and expansion of each of the 
waveforms P l5 P 2 and P3 is, in essence, done by means of this separation. 

In addition, in this equivalent circuit, the first low pass filter 61, the second low 
pass filter 62 and the addition circuits 71 and 72 are shown. The compression and expansion 
10 means 31,32 and 33 , the multiplication circuits 5 1 , 52 and 53 , the low pass filters 61 and 62 
and the addition circuits 71 and 72 represent the action of the DSP 12 that is shown in FIG. 4. 
5 The output c is input to the second low pass filter 62 and so-called oversampling 

5 is executed with the output c by the second low pass filter 62 from the sampling frequency f 3 to 
2 the sampling frequency f 2 . The output cf is produced with the sampling frequency of f 2 . 
y\ 15 Following that, the output cf is added to the output bo by the addition circuit 72 and the output 
s b is produced. 

S The output b is input to the first low pass filter and oversampling is executed 

Q with the output b from the sampling frequency f 2 to the sampling frequency f ^ . The output bf is 
5 produced with the sampling frequency of f t . Following that, the output bf is added to the output 
~ 20 ao by the addition circuit 71 and the output a, which corresponds to the waveform that is the 
original waveform which has been compressed and expanded, is produced. 

Since, in the manner that has been discussed above, the compression and 
expansion processing formats that are suitable to the type of waveform are employed in each of 
the compression and expansion means 31, 32 and 33, the sound quality of the sound that the 
25 output a represents is satisfactory. 

FIG. 11 is a diagram that shows another example of a time divided waveform 
which is different from the example of a time divided waveform that is shown in FIG. 9. 

In Fig 11(a), another example of an original waveform, which is different from 
the example of an original waveform that is shown in FIG. 9(a), is shown and the frequency of 
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this original waveform changes continuously from a high frequency to a low frequency together 

with the passage of time. Actually, only the envelope of the original waveform is shown in FIG. 

11(a) and the waveform itself is omitted from the drawing. The example of FIG. 11 is typically 

encountered during the attack portion of a musical sound such as a drum, voice, or musical 
5 instrument. In preferred embodiments, the initial attack as designated by window Wl is not 

looped in the compression or expansion processing format, but subsequent temporal regions 

designated by windows W 2 and W 3 may be looped. 

The windows W t , W 2 and W 3 are shown in FIG. 1 1(B) and, the same as the 

windows W„ W 2 and W 3 that are shown in FIG. 9(b), the window W, delimits the temporal 
10 region from the time point aOl to the time point a02, the window W 2 delimits the temporal 

region from the time point al 1 to the time point al2 and the window W 3 delimits the temporal 
■fl region from the time point a21 to the time point a22. However, differing from FIG. 9(b), in 
ill FIG. 1 1(b), the time point al 1 is a time point that is prior to the time point a02 and, between 
;i! the time point al 1 and the time point a02, the window W 1 and the window W 2 produce so- 
li] 15 called cross fading. In the same manner, the time point a21 is a time point that is prior to the 
3 time point al2 and, between the time point a21 and the time point al2, the window W 2 and the 

nj window W 3 produce cross fading. 

5 In the same manner as in FIG. 9(c), FIG. 9(d) and FIG. 9(e), in FIG. 1 1(c), 

FIG. 1 1(d) and FIG. 1 1(e), a multiple number of band divided waveforms are shown that 

" 20 comprise the multiple number of waveform components of the frequency bands into which the 
original waveform has been divided. However, as has been discussed above, since the frequency 
of the original waveform changes together with the passage of time, here, the envelopes of the 
portions in which each of the band divided waveforms are primarily contained from among the 
original waveforms that are shown in FIG. 7(a) have been shown. These portions are examples 
25 of divided waveforms of the present invention and these portions are separated from the original 
waveform by the windows W 1? W 2 and W 3 that are shown in FIG. 7(b). 

Each of the band divided waveforms is sampled with each of the sampling 
frequencies f l9 f 2 and f 3 and the first waveform data, the second waveform data and the third 
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waveform data are stored in each of the waveform memories 21, 22 and 23 that are shown in 
FIG. 10. 

FIG. 12, FIG. 13 and FIG. 14 are flowcharts that show the operation of the 
second preferred embodiment. 
5 This flowchart is a flowchart for the purpose of running the operation using FIG. 

11 and an equivalent operation in the DSP 12 that is shown in FIG. 4 

The program flow continues from Step S206 or Step S207 of FIG. 12 to Step 
S208 of FIG. 13, and the program flow also continues from Step S213 or Step S215 of FIG. 13 
to Step S216of FIG. 14. 

10 The operation that is expressed by this flowchart is executed repeatedly with the 

sampling frequency f v Step S204 through Step S206, which will be explained below, are 
yQ executed repeatedly with the sampling frequency f 3 and Step S209 through Step S214, which 
[jl will be explained below, are executed repeatedly with the sampling frequency f 2 . 
l il When the operation that is expressed by this flowchart is started, first, in Step 

0j 15 S201, the pitch data P and the compression and expansion data TR are input from the CPU, it 
;= proceeds to Step S202 and the variable AT, which indicates the time point on the temporal axis 

S that is shown in FIG. 9(b) and FIG. 11(b), is advanced by the compression and expansion data 
5 TR. 

5 Following that, the output c is calculated in Step S203 through Step S207. 

20 First it proceeds to Step S203 and a determination is made as to whether or not 

the value of the control variable N, with which the counter for the repetitions of the operations 
that are indicated by this flowchart is advanced, is a multiple of 4. If it is determined that the 
value of the variable N is a multiple of 4, it proceeds to Step S204 and a determination is made 
as to whether or not the time point that represents the variable AT is a time point that is 

25 between the time point a21 and the time point a22, in other words, a determination is made as 
to whether or not the time point that represents the variable AT exists in the temporal region 
that is delimited by the window W 3 . If it is determined that it exists in the temporal region, it 
proceeds to Step S205, the first compression and expansion processing that is shown in FIG. 1 
is executed with the third waveform data based on the pitch data P and the compression and 
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expansion data TR, it proceeds to Step S206, the value of the waveform data for which the 
compression and expansion processing was executed in Step S205 and the level of the window 
W 3 at the time point that represents the variable AT are matched and the output c is calculated. 
In the case where, in Step S203, it has been determined that the variable N is not a multiple of 
5 4, and in the case where, in Step S204, it has been determined that the time point that 

represents the variable AT exists outside the temporal region that is delimited by the window 
W 3 , the output c is made a value of "0. " 

Following that, the output b is calculated in Step S208 through Step S215. 
First it proceeds to Step S208 and a determination is made as to whether or not 
10 the value of the control variable N is a multiple of 2. If it is determined that the value of the 
variable N is a multiple of 2, it proceeds to Step S209, filter processing is executed with the 
J3 output c and the output cf is produced. Next, it proceeds to Step S210 and a determination is 
; rj made as to whether or not the time point that represents the variable AT is a time point between 
;il the time point al 1 and the time point al2, in other words, a determination is made as to 
Hi 15 whether or not the time point that represents the variable AT exists in the temporal region that 
s is delimited by the window W 2 . If it is determined that it exists in the temporal region that is 

[=! delimited by the window W 2 , it proceeds to Step S211, the third compression and expansion 

processing that is shown in FIG. 3 is executed with the second waveform data based on the pitch 
J3 data P and the compression and expansion data TR, it proceeds to Step S212, the value of the 
a 20 waveform data for which the compression and expansion processing was executed in Step S211 
and the level of the window W 2 at the time point that represents the variable AT are mated and 
the output bo is calculated. Next, it proceeds to Step S213, the output bo and the output cf are 
multiplied and the output b is calculated. 

In the case, in Step S210, where it has been determined that the time point that 
25 represents the variable AT exists outside the temporal region that is delimited by the window 

W 2 , it proceeds to Step S214 and the output bo becomes a value of "0. " It then proceeds to Step 
S213 the output bo (here it is a value of "0") and the output cf are added and the output b is 
calculated. 
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In the case where, in Step S208, it has been determined that the value of the 
variable N is not a multiple of 2, it proceeds to Step S215 and the output b becomes a value of 

Following that, the output a is produced in Step S216 through Step S221. 
5 First it proceeds to Step S216, filter processing is executed with the output b and 

the output a is produced. Next, it proceeds to Step S217 and a determination is made as to 
whether or not the time point that represents the variable AT is a time point that is between the 
time point aOl and the time point a02, in other words, a determination is made as to whether or 
not the time point that represents the variable AT exists in the temporal region that is delimited 
10 by the window W v If a determination is made that it exists in the temporal region that is 

delimited by the window W lT it proceeds to Step S218 and the third compression and expansion 
43 processing is executed with the first waveform data based on the pitch data P and the 
IS compression and expansion data TR. It then proceeds to Step S219, the value of the waveform 
;i; data for which the compression and expansion processing has been executed and the level of the 
^ 15 window W x at the time point that represents the variable AT are matched and the output ao is 
I calculated. Next, it proceeds to Step S220, the output ao and the output bf are added and the 
iij output a is calculated. 

In the case where, in Step S217, it has been determined that the time point that 
represents the variable AT exists outside the temporal region that is delimited by the window 
~* 20 W l9 it proceeds to Step S221 and the output ao becomes a value of "0." It then proceeds to Step 
S220, the output ao (here it is a value of "0") and the output bf are added and the output a is 
calculated. 

Following that, it proceeds to Step S222 and the output a is output via the D/A 
converter 18 that is shown in FIG. 4. 
25 Following that, in Step S223 through Step S225, it advances so that the value of 

the control variable N is cyclicly changed in the range of a value of "0" through a value of "3" 
and terminates. 

Incidentally, in each of the preferred embodiments that have been discussed 
above, waveform data that express a multiple number of waveforms in which the original 
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waveform has been band divided have been input to a multiple number of compression and 
expansion means but, in the waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present 
invention, it is also satisfactory if it is set up so that waveform data that express the original 
waveform are input to all of the multiple number of compression and expansion means. 
5 In addition, in the second preferred embodiment that was discussed above, the 

specification of the compression and expansion formats is, in essence, carried out by the 
separation of the portions from the outputs of a multiple number of compression and expansion 
means that correspond to each of the multiple number of divided waveforms that comprise the 
original waveform which has been divided into a multiple number of temporal regions. 
10 However, the processing format specification means of the present invention may also be one in 
which a multiple number of divided waveforms are divided among and input to a multiple 
=fl number of compression and expansion means. 

Jj Furthermore, in the second preferred embodiment that was discussed above, the 

!i! compression and expansion processing formats of each of the compression and expansion means 
5} 15 are fixed, however, in the waveform compression and expansion apparatus of the present 
=3 invention, the compression and expansion processing formats of each of the compression and 

Hi expansion means may be ones that change together with the passage of time. 



015.407796.3 



Attorney Docket No. 230980.0213 

-30- 



What is claimed is : 

1 . A method for generating a compressed and expanded waveform from 
original waveform data, the method comprising the steps of: 

frequency band-dividing the original waveform data to produce a 
plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms; 

receiving position data including a plurality of time points indicating 
when waveform data is to be read out from the plurality of frequency band-divided 
waveforms, and position information elements indicating a particular location in the 
plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms corresponding to each time point; 

generating at least one processed waveform from each frequency 
band-divided waveform according to the position data and at least one compression and 
expansion format; and 

superimposing a plurality of processed waveforms generated from all 
frequency band-divided waveforms to form the compressed and expanded waveform. 
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1 2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein in accordance with a first 

2 compression and expansion format, the step of generating at least one processed waveform 

3 from each frequency band-divided waveform further includes the steps of: 

4 receiving a plurality of opening and starting addresses, each opening 

5 and starting address designating a starting point of cycles that comprise the frequency band- 

6 divided waveform; 

7 receiving a plurality of position information elements, each position 

8 information element designating a particular cycle and address of the frequency band- 

9 divided waveform corresponding to each time point; 

10 reading out first waveform data from the frequency band-divided 

J 1 1 waveform of approximately two repeated cycles starting at the opening and starting address 

m 12 associated with the cycle corresponding to every other time point, and waveshaping the first 

2 13 waveform data with an envelope to form a first processed waveform; and 

m 14 reading out second waveform data from the frequency band-divided 

T 15 waveform of approximately two repeated cycles starting at the opening and starting address 

S 16 associated with the cycle corresponding to every other time point that does not coincide 

0 17 with the reading out of the first waveform data, and waveshaping the second waveform data 

3 18 with the envelope to form a second processed waveform. 

1 3 . A method as recited in claim 2, further including the step of 

2 repetitively reading out cycles within the first and second waveform data when a first 

3 interval between addresses designated by the plurality of position information elements is 

4 less than a second interval between addresses in the plurality of opening and starting 

5 addresses. 
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1 4. A method as recited in claim 2, further including the step of jump 

2 reading out cycles within the first and second waveform data when a first interval between 

3 addresses designated by the plurality of position information elements is greater than a 

4 second interval between addresses in the plurality of opening and starting addresses. 

1 5. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein in accordance with a second 

2 compression and expansion format, the step of generating at least one processed waveform 

3 from each frequency band-divided waveform further includes the steps of: 

4 receiving a plurality of position information elements, each position 

5 information element designating a different address of the frequency band-divided waveform 

6 corresponding to each time point; 

7 receiving pitch data indicating a read-out speed of the waveform 
Ql 8 portions; 

:i! 9 reading out successive first waveform portions from the frequency 

m 10 band-divided waveform at the read-out speed at every other time point, each first waveform 

M ii portion comprising waveform data starting at the address of the position information element 

5 12 corresponding to the time point, the successive first waveform portions comprising first 

13 read-out waveform data; 

14 reading out successive second waveform portions from the frequency 

15 band-divided waveform at the read-out speed at every other time point that does not 

16 coincide with the reading out of successive first waveform portions, each second waveform 

17 portion comprising waveform data starting at the address of the position information element 

18 corresponding to the time point, the successive second waveform portions comprising 

19 second read-out waveform data; 

20 waveshaping the first read-out waveform data with an envelope to 

21 form a first processed waveform; and 

22 waveshaping the second read-out waveform data with the envelope to 

23 form a second processed waveform. 
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1 6. A method as recited in claim 5, further including the step of 

2 repetitively reading out first and second waveform portions when each read-out start point 

3 associated with each position information element is earlier in time than the time point 

4 corresponding to the position information element. 

1 7. A method as recited in claim 5, further including the step of jump 

2 reading out first and second waveform portions when each read-out start point associated 

3 with each position information element is later in time than the time point corresponding to 

4 the position information element. 

Q l 8. A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein in accordance with a third 

M 2 compression and expansion format, the step of generating at least one processed waveform 

m 3 from each frequency band-divided waveform further includes the steps of: 
5 4 receiving a plurality of mark addresses that designate a starting point 

Ul 5 at zero-crossings of waveform segments of the frequency band-divided waveform; 

6 receiving a plurality of position information elements indicating a 

!ij 7 particular waveform segment of the frequency band-divided waveform corresponding to each 

S 8 time point; 

jS 9 receiving pitch data indicating a read-out speed of the waveform 

10 portions; 

11 reading out portions of at least one waveform segment at the read-out 

12 speed at every time point of the frequency band-divided waveform, the portions of at least 

13 one waveform segment comprising waveform data starting at the mark address associated 

14 with the waveform segment corresponding to the time point; and 

15 sequencing consecutive portions of at least one waveform segment to 

16 generate a processed waveform from the frequency band-divided waveform. 
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1 9. A method as recited in claim 8, further including the step of 

2 repetitively reading out portions of at least one waveform segment when a first interval 

3 between addresses designated by the plurality of position information elements is less than a 

4 second interval between addresses in the plurality of mark addresses. 

1 10. A method as recited in claim 8, further including the step of jump 

2 reading out portions of at least one waveform segment when a first interval between 

3 addresses designated by the plurality of position information elements is greater than a 
□ 4 second interval between addresses in the plurality of mark addresses. 

j J] l 11. A method as recited in claim 1, further including the step of 

31 2 compressing or expanding each processed waveform by an identical amount of time. 

« 1 12. A method as recited in claim 11, the step of frequency band-dividing 

fy 2 the original waveform data further including the steps of: 

3 sampling the original waveform data at a sampling frequency F s ; and 

; 0 4 dividing the original waveform data into N frequency band-divided 

5 waveforms, wherein the Mth frequency band-divided waveform, where M is an integer 

6 varying from one to N, is sampled at a sampling frequency equal to F s divided by 2 <M " 1} , and 

7 has a frequency band ranging from F s divided by 2 (M+1) to F s divided by 2 (M) . 
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1 13. A method as recited in claim 12, the step of superimposing a plurality 

2 of processed waveforms comprising the steps of: 

3 filtering at least one of the N processed waveforms generated from the 

4 N frequency band-divided waveforms according to the frequency band of the frequency 

5 band-divided waveform associated with each processed waveform; and 

6 summing the N processed waveforms to form the compressed and 

7 expanded waveforms. 

1 14. A method as recited in claim 13, the step of frequency band-dividing 

2 the original waveform data further including the steps of: 

:t; 3 dividing the original waveform data into three frequency band-divided 

fff 4 waveforms; 

m 5 generating at least one processed waveform from the first frequency 

y 1 6 band-divided waveform in accordance with a second compression and expansion format 

M 7 comprising the steps of 

g 8 receiving a plurality of position information elements, each 

I; 9 position information element designating a different address of the frequency 

-0 io band-divided waveform corresponding to each time point, 

1 1 receiving pitch data indicating a read-out speed of the 

12 waveform portions, 

13 reading out successive first waveform portions from the 

14 frequency band-divided waveform at the read-out speed at every other time 

15 point, each first waveform portion comprising waveform data starting at the 

16 address of the position information element corresponding to the time point, 

17 the successive first waveform portions comprising first read-out waveform 

18 data, 
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19 reading out successive second waveform portions from the 

20 frequency band-divided waveform at the read-out speed at every other time 

21 point that does not coincide with the reading out of successive first waveform 

22 portions, each second waveform portion comprising waveform data starting at 

23 the address of the position information element corresponding to the time 

24 point, the successive second waveform portions comprising second read-out 

25 waveform data, 

26 waveshaping the first read-out waveform data with an envelope 

27 to form a first processed waveform, and 

28 waveshaping the second read-out waveform data with the 

29 envelope to form a second processed waveform; and 

=|1 30 generating at least one processed waveform from the second and third 

Hi 3 1 frequency band-divided waveforms in accordance with a third compression and expansion 
;i? 32 format comprising the steps of 

!Jt 33 receiving a plurality of mark addresses that designate a 
I 34 starting point at zero-crossings of waveform segments of the frequency band- 
Si 35 divided waveform, 

Q 36 receiving a plurality of position information elements 

;|J 37 indicating a particular waveform segment of the frequency band-divided 

^ 38 waveform corresponding to each time point, 

39 receiving pitch data indicating a read-out speed of the 

40 waveform portions , 

41 reading out portions of at least one waveform segment at the 

42 read-out speed at every time point of the frequency band-divided waveform, 

43 the portions of at least one waveform segment comprising waveform data 

44 starting at the mark address associated with the waveform segment 

45 corresponding to the time point, and 
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45 sequencing consecutive portions of at least one waveform 

47 segment to generate a processed waveform from the frequency band-divided 

48 waveform. 

1 15. A method as recited in claim 14, the step of superimposing a plurality 

i 

2 of processed waveforms further including the steps of: 

3 sampling and low-pass filtering the processed waveform generated 

4 from the third frequency band-divided waveform according to the sampling frequency 

5 associated with the second frequency band-divided waveform and frequency band associated 

6 with the third frequency band-divided waveform to generate a third intermediate processed 

7 waveform; 

g summing the third intermediate processed waveform with the at least 

;fl 9 one processed waveform generated from the second frequency band-divided waveform to 

j 5 10 generate a second intermediate processed waveform; 

5j 11 sampling and low-pass filtering the second intermediate processed 

!f - 12 waveform according to the sampling frequency associated with the first frequency band- 

13 divided waveform and frequency band associated with the second and third frequency band- 

Q 14 divided waveforms to generate a first intermediate processed waveform; and 
J 15 summing the first intermediate processed waveform with the at least 

~ 16 one processed waveform generated from the first frequency band-divided waveform to form 

17 the compressed and expanded waveform. 

1 16. A method as recited in claim 1, the step of frequency band-dividing 

2 the original waveform data further including the steps of: 

3 dividing the original waveform data into a plurality of frequency band- 

4 divided waveforms, each frequency band-divided waveform having a plurality of frequency 

5 band waveform components. 
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1 17. A method as recited in claim 16, the step of superimposing a plurality 

2 of processed waveforms comprising the steps of: 

3 multiplying each processed waveform with a level-controllable time 

4 window; 

5 filtering at least one of the plurality of processed waveforms generated 

6 from the plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms according to a frequency band of 

7 the frequency band-divided waveform associated with each processed waveform; and 

8 summing the processed waveforms to form the compressed and 

9 expanded waveforms. 

!i 2 i 18. A method as recited in claim 17, the step of frequency band-dividing 

HP 2 the original waveform data further including the steps of: 

5=1 3 dividing the original waveform data into three frequency band-divided 

fg% 4 waveforms; 

Ul 5 generating at least one processed waveform from the first and second 

M 6 frequency band-divided waveforms in accordance with a third compression and expansion 

□ 7 format comprising the steps of 

^ 8 receiving a plurality of mark addresses that designate a 

9 starting point at zero-crossings of waveform segments of the frequency band- 

10 divided waveform, 

1 1 receiving a plurality of position information elements 

12 indicating a particular waveform segment of the frequency band-divided 

13 waveform corresponding to each time point, 

14 receiving pitch data indicating a read-out speed of the 

15 waveform portions, 

16 reading out portions of at least one waveform segment at the 

17 read-out speed at every time point of the frequency band-divided waveform, 

18 the portions of at least one waveform segment comprising waveform data 
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19 starting at the mark address associated with the waveform segment 

20 corresponding to the time point, and 

21 sequencing consecutive portions of at least one waveform 

22 segment to generate a processed waveform from the frequency band-divided 

23 waveform; and 

24 generating at least one processed waveform from the third frequency 

25 band-divided waveform in accordance with a first compression and expansion format 

26 comprising the steps of 

27 receiving a plurality of opening and starting addresses, each 

28 opening and starting address designating a starting point of cycles that 
^ 29 comprise the frequency band-divided waveform, 

y3 30 receiving a plurality of position information elements, each 

it? 31 position information element designating a particular cycle and address of the 

l il 32 frequency band-divided waveform corresponding to each time point, 

ffl 33 reading out first waveform data from the frequency band- 

~ 34 divided waveform of approximately two repeated cycles starting at the 

35 opening and starting address associated with the cycle corresponding to every 

Q 36 other time point, and waveshaping the first waveform data with an envelope 

;|i 37 to form a first processed waveform, and 

38 reading out second waveform data from the frequency band- 

39 divided waveform of approximately two repeated cycles starting at the 

40 opening and starting address associated with the cycle corresponding to every 

41 other time point that does not coincide with the reading out of the first 

42 waveform data, and waveshaping the second waveform data with the envelope 

43 to form a second processed waveform. 
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1 19. A method as recited in claim 18, the step of superimposing a plurality 

2 of processed waveforms further including the steps of: 

3 sampling and low-pass filtering the processed waveform generated 

4 from the third frequency band-divided waveform according to the sampling frequency 

5 associated with the second frequency band-divided waveform and frequency band associated 

6 with the third frequency band-divided waveform to generate a third intermediate processed 

7 waveform; 

8 summing the third intermediate processed waveform with the at least 

9 one processed waveform generated from the second frequency band-divided waveform to 

10 generate a second intermediate processed waveform; 

1 1 sampling and low-pass filtering the second intermediate processed 
* 12 waveform according to the sampling frequency associated with the first frequency band- 

ffl 13 divided waveform and frequency band associated with the second and third frequency band- 

ijl 14 divided waveforms to generate a first intermediate processed waveform; and 
^ 15 summing the first intermediate processed waveform with the at least 

16 one processed waveform generated from the first frequency band-divided waveform to form 

O 17 the compressed and expanded waveform. 

Cf l 20. A method as recited in claim 19, the step of superimposing a plurality 

2 of processed waveforms further including the step of establishing the time windows to 

3 produce cross-fading. 
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1 21. A method for generating a compressed and expanded waveform from 

2 original waveform data, the method comprising the steps of: 

3 receiving position data including a plurality of time points indicating 

4 when waveform data is to be read out from the original waveform data, and position 

5 information elements indicating a particular location in the original waveform data 

6 corresponding to each time point; 

7 generating at least one processed waveform from the original 

8 waveform data according to the position data and at least one compression and expansion 

9 format; and 

jjlO superimposing a plurality of processed waveforms generated from the 

;tj 1 1 original waveform data to form the compressed and expanded waveform. 

;i| 1 22. A system for generating a compressed and expanded waveform from 

Ul 2 original waveform data, the system comprising: 

M 3 an input device for receiving position data including a plurality of 

;ij 4 time points and position information elements; and 

; y 5 a processor including memory programmed for frequency band- 

ai 6 dividing the original waveform data to produce a plurality of frequency band-divided 

7 waveforms, generating at least one processed waveform from each frequency band-divided 

8 waveform according to the position data and at least one compression and expansion format, 

9 and superimposing a plurality of processed waveforms generated from all frequency band- 
10 divided waveforms to form the compressed and expanded waveform. 
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23. A waveform compression and expansion apparatus for compressing 
and expanding a plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms generated from an original 
waveform, the plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms comprising waveform 
components of a plurality of frequency bands, the apparatus comprising: 

compression and expansion means with which the plurality of 
frequency band-divided waveforms are apportioned to at least two kinds of compression and 
expansion formats and each of the plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms are 
compressed and expanded in a direction of a temporal axis by an identical amount; and 

a superimposing means in which, by superimposing the plurality of 
compressed and expanded frequency band-divided waveforms, an original waveform that has 
been compressed or expanded in the direction of the temporal axis is formed. 

24. An apparatus as recited in claim 23, wherein the compression and 
expansion means executes compression and expansion processing with a processing period 
that is as long as the frequency band-divided waveform which possesses the waveform 
component of a low frequency band in the plurality of frequency band-divided waveforms, 
and forms compressed and expanded waveforms that correspond to the frequency band- 
divided waveforms. 

25. A waveform compression and expansion apparatus for compressing 
and expanding a plurality of temporally divided waveforms, comprising: 

a processing format specification means in which one compression 
and expansion processing format from a plurality of mutually different compression and 
expansion processing formats is specified for each of the plurality of temporally divided 
waveforms; and 

a compression and expansion means in which compression and 
expansion processing is performed on each temporally divided waveform to compress or 
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9 expand the temporally divided waveform in a direction of a temporal axis according to the 
10 specified compression and expansion format. 
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ABSTRACT 

With the goal of presenting a waveform compression and expansion apparatus 
with which the sound quality of such things as musical tones that are expressed by waveforms is 
satisfactory following the compression and expansion of the waveforms of the musical tones 
5 etc. , a method and system for waveform compression and expansion is disclosed in which all of 
the multiple number of band divided waveforms that comprise the original waveform which has 
been band divided are apportioned to at least two kinds of compression and expansion formats 
and form a multiple number of compressed and expanded waveforms by compression or 
expansion an identical amount only in the direction of the temporal axis. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 










Japanese Language Declaration 












As a below nam ,d inventor, i hereby decla: 'hat: 






* 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated 




fell 0 


next to my name. 






1 believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name 






is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural 






names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and 






for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 


rfl 




METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR WAVEFORM 




COMPRESSION AND EXPANSION 


l'm 


HSi* W « SI #MF (T3E <D 1$ T-xSi #o ^ T v * ft V . 


the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following 






box is checked: 


i.fs 




□ was filed on 






as United States Application Number or 




(& a -1- a ^tr ih £ *v $ l . 


PCT International Application Number 






and was amended on 






(if applicable). 






1 hereby state that 1 have reviewed and understand the contents of 






the above identified specification, including the claims, as 






amended by any amendment referred to above. 






1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 






patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 






Section 1.56. 
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Japanese Language Declaration 

(B*lifi) 



mt, *H8s**»3 511 i 9*(a)-(d)«X»3 6 5& 

(b) J95fclE*Tffi0>. * W»ftwW©**< t 1>— *W*ffi 
Akati^^WMfi 3 6 5 (a)J9Sfc3Ei* <NRffiM, X 



Prior Foreign Application(s) 

(Number) 
<»*) 

(Number) 
(**) 



I hereby claim foreign priority under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 119 (a) -(d) or 365(b) of any foreign application^} for patent 
or inventor's certificate, or 365(a) of any PCT International 
application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT International application having a filing date 
before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 

Priority Not Claimed 



(Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



(Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 119(e) of any United States provisional appiication(s) listed 
below. 



(Application No.) 
WW**) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffilBP) 



ffrrSBK:BB*$iiT^*^Pft 0 , *o#ff *BHiIMf«ii l ti p 

x&%£htz&m®0>tim\mtz&mtm\c^xm 



(Application No ) 
(W*#*) 



(Application No.; 
(fflJHS*) 



(Filing Date) 
(HiWR) 

(Filing Date) 
(it! ISP) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, 
Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 365(c) of any 
PCT International application designating the United States, listed 
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT 
International application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code Section 112, I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date of the 
prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
application* 

(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 
{mi • #*F«F»i«N ft**) 

(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 

mu : #w*m»r. mm) 

l hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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Japanese Language Declaration 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint 
the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this 
application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith 0/sf name and registration number) 



Send Correspondence to: 

Ted R. Rittmaster 
FOLEY & LARDNER 

2029 Century Park East, Suite 3500 
T.ng Angeles. CA 90067-302] 



Direct Telephone Calls to: {name and telephone number) 

Ted R. Rittmaster 
(310) 277-2223 





Full name of sole or first inventor 
Tadao Kikumoto 






Inventor's signature 


Date 


tfcBf 


Residence 




pj|f Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



Full name of second pint inventor, if any 



»-jt-l3389S# 



Second inventor's signature 



Date 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



(JB = a*0#|p!56«*K^i * T fc fPIttfCBfttt L . (Supply similar information and signature for third and subsequent 

^ ^ ^ ) joint inventors.) 
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